pe 30 Mar 1978 
Name of compitere Pandora Ke 
Address. B OX 
cry Concord 


Person No. 1 on this chart is identical to person 


No., on chart No. 
b Date of birth 
pb Place of birth 
m Date of marriage 
4 Date of death 


Place of death 


2 John Ferdinand Sonnier 
b 18 Mar (Father of No. "4889 
eJennings, La. 


43 Jun 1936 
eJennings, La. 


i1gdla Ma ON 
bs OCC GIF 

pb Jennings ,ée- 
m 3/ OCT 730 

d 

pa 


3 Rosa Vincent 
b @) Aug (Mother of No. 1) 1694 
mGpockett Bayou, a. 
4 Jul a 
ePort Arthur, Tex. 


#/ yn, Norman Cummings Rivers 
.b.8 OCT (Fle 
LIVER Peel, encland 


Refer to same and number Cpaygats 
; Compiler) 
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ANCESTOR CHART NO._S-0 


, Valentin Sonnier 


w 


é 2uNoV {Father of No. 2) 1848 
eOpelousas,La. 


ai3Jan 1918 


pajJennings, La. 


(Mother of Ne. 3 


» 3Sept 
pGrand Coteau,La. 


431 Jyl 192 : 
ienawnes Te ae 


Adam Vincent 
i 22. Jun (Father of No. 3) 1871 
pNew Iberia (Erath),La. 


3 ca.1950 ; is 
chat aaaeta, 


phemie Elidia Richard 
» toMar were? 1680 
Teeth mane Las, 
d 
pNederland, Texas 


15 


© 


Gideon(Gede)Sonnier 


b hug 8 2e No. 4) 
abt Mar tinville, La. 
4AJun1839 Opel. ,La. 


2 
pa 
Celestine Berwick 


(Mother of No. 4) 


Dom Louis Gario 


bpt.12retrart%) 1815 
pot.Martinville, La. 
at Apr 1845 


pa. 22 


Eloise (Louise) Landr 
8 Dee (Mother of No. 5) 29 


24 


Valsain Vincent 
; NOV (Father of No. 6) 
» Lafayet 
7 29 Nov 
pd 


Josephine Landr 


rOc 18 other of No. 6) 
wPakayet e, La. 
pd 


829 


25 


26 


27 


28. 


Martin Richard (C W Vet) 


(Father of No. 7) 
b 


b 
=1 Jun 1861 Abbyville 
pd 


29 


30 


Marie Aureline Fredrick 
(Mother of No. 7) 


31 


oe ad 


t La. 
1847 New Iberia 


Placige Sonnier 
(Father of No. 8) 
Continued on chart 1 


Marie Anastasie Dugas 


Continued on chart 


Jean Garrido 


(Father of No. 10) 


iNowmerof Hoa) Continued on chart é 
Nilliam Berwi 
(Father af No. 9) . 3 
Continued on chart 
Celeste Lejeune 
. (Mother of No. 9) rt 
5 


Continued op chart 


Agnes Marguerite Ravolette 


(Mother of No, 10) 
Continued on chart 6 


. (Father of No. 11) ; 
dit-Godfroi Continued on chart f 
Eloise Modiste LeBlanc 
(Mother of No. 11) 
Continued on chart 
oseph Vincen 


(Father of Not'}#) Continued on chart 9 


(Mother of No. 12) 


Marie Louise "Lise" Landry 


Continued on chart 


viene aria xy} 
Fath: f No. 13: . 
ai » Continued on chert 11. 


Adelaide Broussard 
(Mother of No. 15) 


12 


Continued on chart 


ther of No. id 
(ragher ot NOON si ued onchert- =k 3 


(Mother of No. 14) 14 


Continued on chart 


(Father of No. 15) 
Continued on chart ee i) 


(Mother of No. 15) 41 6 


Continued oa chart 
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om 30 Mar 1978 _ ANCESTOR CHART NO. S=1 _ : peeun 
(Father of No. 8) -~ 
iivteade andorra Key iiss Bonnier | Continued on chars _L —A 
Address . 
PO Box 098. ch 663 (Father of No. 4) 
oy Concord sue Va. 24538 ~ Frafice x ee 
Person is on this chart is identical to person a Et ienne S onni er ™ 1 Grand Pr e (Mother, okiha..8) Continued on chart 7 
No. co on chart No. Ss -O ila i 1 ? 05 (Father of No. 2) a 
se’ Ence ad bint » Grand Pre' ; adit-Pelletier " ac ae 1-c 
tm Date of marriage r4Juli740 Beaubassin | Louise Bastinaux pore ge 
rd Place of death rPetitcoudiac 4 (Mother of No, 4) , 
. pb 53 
2 Joseph Sonnier d Meera Ne 2 Continued on dan SD 
b 1755 iFatber of No. 1) $ pd 
pd . . ; " (Father of No 
alOJani779 St.Martinville Jerome Darois Raihetiof Nei) e sdaiwed a chert. le 
- ” . eal ’ oe of No. 5) 
pb ris rance OW eo 
s| Jeanne D'Aro m 1895 Grand Pre *MeSBET SL NG JON cd sued omehar’ Le= E 
fa 1 ? 20 «Mother of No. 2) d D 7 , 
pd 2» Dominigue Garault 
pb : (Father of Noy chan LG 
i ulMarie Gareau (Garault) - 
7 1 67 «Mother of No. 5) ¥ 
»Port Royal, Acadia »|Marie Gaudet(1)Hebert 
a (Mother of No. 11) = 


Continued on chart 


, Placide Sonnier 
b 


pd r 
apierre The Younger Thibodeau 


Father of No. 1 
‘Father of No. 12) tinued on chart Lo) 


27Rgd1819 St Martinvi le 


hor Paul Thibodeaux 
re St Marti ayidie ,ba. 


. 1708 (Father of No. 6) 7 B 
ae Port Royal »i_Anne Marie Aucoin 
» 1788 Chipoudy,Acadia eta ee capt ae ORS ce 


pd » Alexandre Trahan 


(Father of No. 15) = 
Continued on chant i L 


, Oliver Thibodeaux 
‘ 1 743 (Father of No, 3) 


pb 
1763 Marguerite Trahan 
a : 1702 (Mother of No, 6) 

P Pisiquet,Acadia 


{Marie Pellerin 


(Mother of No. 13) = 
Continued on chart 1 M 


arie Thibodeaux 
& 1763 (Mother of No. 1) 


“ gqants 16 Father of No 145 Os on chan LON 
eot.Martinville Racine 
(Father of No. 7} 
MS eeneKer Nos TA Continued on chart a eK 
d 
‘ : ‘ Pa 30 : 
#im.Marie Anastasie i eee itiod a ae GY 
. “18 : 
Wefey/tu auine’aa sitabet pues fs b [Mother of Nex 3} : : 
pb on 
. (Motber of No 5) on char 1-R 


’ 
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FAMILY GROUP RECORD 
-|. Wife Husband 


Louise Bastinaux dit-Pelletier | Name | Louis Saulnier,Matelot 
po Born | 1663 | France 
Grand Pre',Acadia 1684 — 1684 |Grand Pre',Acadia 


« 


and raised their family there. The * by number 12 below 


Date married & spouse 


[ilu] cacques Saulnier _—_—«[| 1685 _| Grand Pre’ 
D H9°50| Anne Hebert earns a 

Grand Pre’ 
| pipe area rene ener 


Marg erite Saulnier Grand Pre' 
Le cecal 
4 


A4|Mi Paul Saulnier Grand Pre’ 
An Marcel Saulnier Grand Pre' 

Elizabeth LeBlanc Loe 
| 6 [Fl Marie-Anne Saulnier Grand Pre' 


‘zlpltowise sSaulnier _| 1694 _| Grana Pre' 
ree 
[8|u|Rene' Saulnier _—_—i| ca. 1699 Grand Pre! 
[glmlpierre Saulnier _—|_ca.1694 Grand Pre! 
PID IAA S fave 2 ee 
arie i _ Grand Pre' 
eae ean, aay 
ca.1699 Grand Pre’ 


Grand Pre! 


4Jul1740) Anne Darois 


feS=M Jean Saulnier ~ 41707 Grand Pre® 
(all above info from “Histoire et Genealogie Des Acadiens" V.3,p.1285. 


rom? by Bona Arsenault. 
chart prepared by Pandora Key 
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FAMILY GROUP RECORD 


Husband 


P| pst | __[Petitcouaiac, Acadia | 
Saeed i" Relea aeeS mma 
Marie Gareau 


Notes Etienne Sonnier settled in Petitcoudiac, Acadia. Jeanne Comeau was 
the daughter of Abraham and Marguerite Pitre of Port Royal, Acadia. 

| #1 and #2 child below are by ist marriage. Etienne probably had other 
children. I have found several but cannot prove they are Etienne's. 


Date married & spouse 
4 . . Born Died 
Child rder of birth 
#15] eatenetnonererons | Dey Mont x ere Day Monin ea | wma 


1 1730 


SM ch Jean Martin’ 


1732 


| 3 |r| Magdalen Sonnier 
Opel.ch | Joseph Chretien 


[ull Joseph Sonnier 


10Jani779 Marie Thibodeaux 


Grand Pre‘ 


Grand Pre' 


pik 
~y |(™ 
fo sw Awa 
We aca! 


os 
“< 


sue uHistoire et Genealogie Des Acadiens" ~ Pandora Key — 
by Bona Arsenault. v.3,p.1286/v.4,p.1570 
rom 2 "SOUthwest Louisiana Records" 


by Rev. Donald J. Hebert 


é 
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FAMILY GROUP RECORD 


Ne ~~ 


; ‘ : -@ } ~ pi 4 3 § 
oO oe ot ONG SS 1p OH Ute lg Arde, 
| Oliver Thibodeaux Father | Etienne Sonnier 
pan [PS 


Notes Joseph Sonnier is acknowledged in the succession record of widow 


Oliver Thibodeau, 22 Aug 1808, St.Martinville court house record #28. 


Joseph is 6 fed ast golscs £, A au ot SEER ee pedis Dead Pte nig he 
; 
: let. ‘ i ye bog ny a 4 i . ere a 
wl ti Mutts aS tet Lise ay vet ‘ id Ata. dees § fe fos OK ee FA a cited WF. Pe Ay i 


Date married & spouse Jaseph above re in AOE 16 BIS 


# Children in onder of birth Bo Died 
i 
yan Year Day Month Year 


Pierre Sonnier a 


Pe Ss a oe oe a Ae a LO Avie 


| eg. 178¢ (died age 70)P1Novi850 Laf.ch.v.4, p} 24 
} tf 5 ‘i 
TIRPYQEiR? Acclaiae bass | [Ss Sd 
‘ > lel marie Sonnier | __ bp4i9Mar1740 Opelchvi,p2t| 130cti828 Laf.ct.hse 
S Jani gv ea onstantin 
sm HNevibi7tziLouts Chiasson | = | 
girl (twin?) ifevis0] ——~=~”~=«éreb1 804] SM ch.v.4,#2 
sit tH 9s Ppt i ogdOpel ch.v.1,paeOsepl24iar ch.v2,p 
~VOF O 
Navi8i6 Mareuerite Arcenedux | sss | i 
Sk lwarie Magdalene 6Mar178P2 Opel.ch.vip2745Feb1834LafCh.v3,p10 
sAneis0éJean Amand Dugas | | | 
sit Baptist of Opel.) R2éMar1785SMCh.v3#65 WNovi824LafCh.v2,p50 |. 
VFI O 
Srepigie tare Clemence Breaux = | | 
. 2 Beelgste Sonnier bJan1788} Opel.Ch.v1p83 |2Febi82 ease UIs Ea 
are} oR ; C.F 
3Sep1805 Jacques Guilbert i24Ju11842 Laf.ct.nse: 
18Apri1835 Laf.ch.v3p74 
Spel ae nSe 1° 


Opel 
Z |LoSep18$8 Z; 
3 D 9 
[9 Iu| Alexandre Sonnier ppt bSgul Opel. ch.v1p99 6Jani809SM.vidss3 _| 


i: 


45 


| 
ae; 


oseph dit-Padillant 


fat 


S 


* 


Tait EU Tousenne feed") sod 


E died age 2 years a on tl 


Source : B 
Southwest Louisiana Records , 
by Rev. Donald Hebert Pandora Key 


Form 2 
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FAMILY GROUP RECORD 
: Wife _ Husband 


Marie Anastasie Dugas Placide Sonnier 
St.Martinville 7.44428 B0ct178q Born | cai789 probably Opelusas, area 
St.Mar.Prsh Ch.v5#28 bP eb181 4 Married b 3F7eb1814 SM Prsh.Ch.v5#28 

Ope hse. suce.#88 hOSep1834 Died b8apr1834 Laf.Ch.v.3,p. 

aura |_| 

Augustin Dugas Father Joseph Sonnier 


Marie Thibodeaux 


husband ee wife 


Notes Um Placide Sonnier's cattle brand, as recorded in St.Martinville 


@) 
rs 
a 
> 
@ 
@ 
O 


Date married & spouse 


: . : Born 
| a | “ Children in order of birth Day Month Year 


LiF Marie (Mary) Urasie  |i1Peb1 
bts petant31 Charles Trahan 1806 


ren 21F Anastasie Sonnier 12Feb1816SM. ch. v6#199 
ad: of Opelousas 


9 
a 


Day Month Year 


| 


ASM. ch. v6#1641 


i 
if 
y 
! 
| 


en.VaeDoO . : 
Feb1831| Antoine Belizaire Garte 


E Joseph Leonard Sonnier |25Jun1818 SM.v.7,p.475 
OPT jEnisd Colestine Hebert _| 
AL} © 7 CLE ne ~ASi~ 
x ale Gedeon (Gede) Sonnier |3Aug1824 SM.ch.v7p912 
- Chi. VED ‘e) 
e thguni 830 Celestine Berwick 18 
5 Euphrosine Sonnier d 
Laf .tir.v3proo : 
SsJuntS4 Sabastien Hernandeg 
‘6ldgem 


= 
(ee) 
) 


3Laf.ch.vip2 


Oduni8 


8Juni845Laf.Ch.v2p88 SLaf .Ch.v2#14 


Led W 
pe 
Cy 
5 
eee ta?) 
(oe) 


EAE Ree 


4 


1Augi827 Laf.church $1Aug1827Laf.ch.v.2p4 


died at birth 


died age 2 days 
aap oe See 
my 
Rare eet edad 
2 eee 
aes 
ih ers 
Cece 
Doe cecmne eeeced 


sure Southwest Louisiana Records 
by Rev.Donald Heber ; 
rm, Cattle brand compliments of 

our "cousin" from Erath-Cleve Thibodeaux 


wz 
we 


Pandora Key 
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FAMILY GROUP RECORD 
‘ Wife Husband 


Celestine Berwick( Berwich) Gedeon (Gidion)"Gede" 

po 1825 | Bor Baugi820 [sw ch.v.7.p.912 
LJ LI 

| Cpel ch. v2p178.ck-hse. L4Jun1839 Married 4Juni18340pel. ch.v2p178, ct.nse.Q-h2 


fic eee eet! Bore | 
William Berwick Placide Sonnier 
Celeste Lejeune Mother 
a 
NotessCeleste Lejeune is the daughter of Blaise Lejeune and Anne Adelaide 
Quintro. William Berwick is the son of Thomas of Lake Pontrachain and 
Rachel Comstock of Boston,Mass. Gede settled near Grand Coteau_between 
Lafayette and Opelousas. Note brother-in-law of Valentin named Drozin. 


Date married & spouse 


as a - Born 
[a || Children in order of birth Day Month Year 


Celestine Somnier _—[23Feb1849 Opel. ch. v4p1b3 


Ar Gegecn. Bonnier ar. ppté6Apri843 Opel.ch.v4 
ECHL. e PI). ETS: Woo TTS 

LbApri 860 Adelaide 

zelphia Marie Sonnier 8 


Died 
Day Month Year 


pi99 


4GC.ch.v1lp229 


Be 


6GC.ch.vip278 1° 1 


80pel.ch.v4,336 13Janip i , 


baptised GC chi3Jani92 
1GC.ch.v2p18 


Jan, 


l ale Valent 


vipz/7s 


O95 


GC 


ine Sonnier 

is 87B Simon Leger 

[slwl valentin Somier _|2uNovi8 
D184 

[6|F|Celanie Sonnier _—|27Feb185 


ra 
oO 
Cy 
) 
e) 
oO 
| oad 
i} 
ie) 
io 
4 
ay 


Jennings, La. 


| 
ca 
Ss 
9 
K 
bee 
7) 
=) 
oO 
a 
Ke; 
=x 
ep) 
: 
pe 
oO 
oe) 
| le 
fs 
ry 
@ 
oO 
te 
fee) 
VHA |) 


|"Southwest Louisiana Records by Rev Hebert 


iy: 
see Pandora Key 
Death certificate of Rosalie Gary 


Fo 
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FAMILY GROUP RECORD 


- S Wife Husband 


Rosalie Gary (Gario,Garrigue) 


Grand Coteau Louisianaisep184q Born 
t 


D oj 
| ee ey ee ee 
ennings ct.hse.succ#64 biguli924 Died b3zan191g ennings ct.hse.succ#341 
Greenwood Cemetery.Jenn, tAugi923 | Burial he emete enn 


Dom(Don)Louis Gar Gedeon Sonnier : 
Louise(Heloise,Eloise)Landr elestine Berwick 
Pass 


Notes Valentin bought about 160 acres, 8 miles north of Jennings called 


| Grand Mire. Later,in 1876, he bought 200 arpents fronting on Bayou "Nez 


2 
ral , 


tood is still owned by a descenda 
Date married & spouse ; 


i s Q alentin 
filrlovilia Somier | | ceevted 
[John Lopez gweveteg| dev alt] Semeter 

|3||Drozen Sonnier sesvem| 09 Dee 44 

ie Ny Hid Colestie Gary lasdecyen| Les tag za 

Flosea Sonnier | | 
t2iPniiemon-pubois | | 

|u| Ovilien Sonnier __—_—[9Mar187 

Sete Fe ae hc HO 


loelia of Mentao Sonnier SRayne ch.v2p 
i La. 


be} fe] fe] 


i John Ferdinand Sonnier |18Mar1899Jennings, Juni936 Jennings, La. 
< bb yville Ch, PTO 
osa Vincent 30Aug1896C%ocket Bayo 16Jul1976 


‘d 
° 
8 
ct 
> 
5 
ct 
=a 
i 
6 
Wy 


’ 


ind 
“ 


seerRev.Donald Hebert Southwest Records 
Succession records of Valentin & Rosalie 

rom2litle and deeds to land owned by same. 
Lucas Sonnier and Eula Mae Rivers 


Pandora Key 
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, PASCAGOULA LIBRARY 
GENEALOGY COLLECTION 


I AM ALL THIS AND MORE DO NOT CIRCULATE 


I wish I could tell you in person of the stories I have learned of our 
Papa's and Mama's. There were times when I laughed till tears filled 
my eyes. There were times when I cried and felt such a sadness in my 
heart that I couldn't research for days at a time. Most of the time I 
felt the emotion of pride, so if my little stories sound boastful 
occasionally.........it's because I'm proud I'm descended from Acadians. 


To date, I have found about 500 grandfathers and grandmothers. Each 
generation doubles the amount of grandparents we have and in most cases 
I have our direct line back ten generations. My files have grown to 
such proportion that I have decided to send you one line at a time.... 
starting with SONNIER, SAULNIER (found with both spellings). 


Most of my findings are secondary documentation and I have provided a 
reference for anyone who wishes to obtain a copy of the original docum- 
ent. Only in the case of John Ferdinand Sonnier, Rosalie Gary, and 
Valentin Sonnier have I been able to afford primary documentation. 


I will try to tell a little something about each one but in some cases 
only names, dates and places could be found, as with our SONNIER line. 


One word of caution on my findings. Even with very careful research, 
mistakes can be made......... even in church records and court records. 


"Gede" Sonnier was by far the most difficult:line to verify. 
Special thanks to None Lucas for his recollection of our British and 
_Irish ancestors. With the help of Jess Bergeron of Houma, Louisiana, 
-o.e+ethat clue led us to the right place where we found the parents 
of Valentin SONNIER. 
Thank you Mother, for all this and more. 
Love, vA 
Lette 7 an Pere a <4 
Pandora t 


ge2fe 
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“f. 


FT Beadia iiss 


aa 
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IT AM ALL THIS AND MORE 
SONNTIER 


Most of our Acadian ancestors had already left their homeland in 
France and settled in Acadie when Louis Sonnier was born in France,in 
1663. His name is recorded as Louis Saulnier, Matelot, France. He 
was a sailor. 

When Louis was 21 years old he met and married Louise Bastinaux. 
dit-Pelletier, at Grand Pre',Acadia, where their 13 children were born. 

The 12th child of Louis and Louise was Etienne, born in 1705. ° He 
was married twice. 1st to Jeanne Comeau, in 1728, and 2nd to Anne 
Darois, on 4 July 1740 at Beaubassin, across the Bay of Mines from 
Grand Pre’. 

Etienne and Anne had at least two children, one of whom was Joseph, 
born in 1755, the year of the Grand Dispersion. 

The Treaty of Utrect in 1713,between France and England, placed 
the Bay of Fundy Colony, which included Grand Pre' and Port Royal, 
under British rule. The Acadians were told. they could either swear 
allegiance to the Queen of England or leave within one year. 

The Acadians refused to take the oath but were held there by the 
British admistrators who were afraid they would loose the peputaticn™ 

of the colonyand therefore their jobs and income. , 

France hoped to reclaim Acadia and wanted the French people to 
stay where they were. No help there. 

Meanwhile, hoping to attract Scottish colonies to the area, Esmond 
Vetch, (a Scottish merchant) renamed Acadia and called it Nova Scotia. 

(New Scotland) 

By 1750 about 800 colonists had escaped and settled on Isle St. 
Jean, now Prince Edward Island. 

In August 1755 the British decided the Acadians' stubborn resistance 
to swear allegience to England would continue and started deporting 

them to English Colonies to the South. 

Though England had an agreement with the selenite in America 
the Acadians met opposition everywhere they tried to settle. Some 
women and children were sold into slavery. Families were seperated. 
Many were held in prisons till they could be settled years later. Some 
returned to France or Quebec, but many died. 

After twenty years of wandering and searching for a place to settle, 
“the Spanish offered their new land west of the Mississippi River, on 


3 
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SONNIER 


the Gulf of Mexico, as a possible colony for the victims of the Grand 
Dispersion. 

The Seven Acadian Expeditions to Louisiana began in 1785. . 

Etienne lived and died during this time and I have not found him 
in lists of prisoners or tax records.. His move to Beaubassin was pro- 
ably an effort to escape. Etienne moved farther away and settled 
Petitcoudiac,where he died, and his son Joseph,was born. 

How Joseph got to Louisiana is unknown to me. Perhaps in my 
research in years to come, I will find our Etienne and Joseph fishing 
quietly on a river bank waiting for the dust to settle. 

Joseph wasted no time settling in Louisiana. His marriage to, 
Marie Thibodeaux, on 10 March 1779, is recorded in Volume 1, page 67, 
at St. Martinville Church. 

Marital infidelity was unheard of and hard work, folk songs and 
dancing was the way of life. Young men were not encouraged to marry 
a girl unless she could weave a piece of cloth and the young man make 
a pair of wheels. These things were necessary for the young couple 
to know and they didn't need much else. Every time a young couple 
married, the village got together and built their house and furniture 
and gave them chickens and cattle. This tradition can be remembered ~- 
by the older members of our family. 

Joseph and Marie had eleven children. Their births and baptisms 
were recorded in either St. Martinville or Opelousas Churches. 

Their eighth child was named Placide. He was born about 1789. He’ 
was a farmer and raised cattle. His cattle brand 2™\. was registered 
11 Jan 1806, at St. Martinville. = 

Placide Sonnier married Marie Anastasie Dugas on 23 Feb 1813, at 
St. Martinville Parish Church. Placide died a young man of 46. 

Of his seven children, the fourth was Gedeon,(Gedion). He was 
known as "Gede" by his friends, one of whom must have been the parish 
priest because he recorded one of his childrens marriages as "daughter 
of Gede Sonnier". His name was also recorded as Leon. 

Gede is the first Sonnier to marry outside the Acadian Colony of 
French, when he married Celestine Berwick on 14 Jun 1839, who's father 
was William Berwick, son of Thomas Berwick of Lake Pontrachain. Thomas. 


was the son of Thomas of England and Helen Birgitte Wales of Ireland. 
William's mother was Rachel Comstock of Boston, Massachusetts daughter 
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SONNIER 


of William Comstock and Raquel Allridge of New England. 

In all probability it was from Celestine Berwick that Gede's son 
Valentin inherited his fair hair and blue eyes. 

Gede and Celestine moved to Grand Coteau, near what used to be 
called Bosco, where their seven children were born. Their fifth child 
was Valentin, not to be confused with his sister Valentine who married 
Simon Leger. 

For some reason Gede's 1st, 2nd and 5th children were baptized in 
Opelousas and the rest at Grand Coteau. Most were married at Church 
Point where the "friendly Priest" wrote "Gede". Probably a new church. 

I have been unable to locate a marriage record for Valentin and 
Rosalie Gary, but was able to verify parentage through the baptism 
records of their children Ovilien (father of None Lucas) at Church Point 
Church, and Odelia at Rayne Church. 

Valentin Sonnier took for his wife, Rosalie Gary of Grand Coteau, 
daughter of Dom Louis Gario (of Spanish descent) and Louise Landry. 

On 5 Sept 1876, Valentin bought the family farm from David L. 
Miller. He and Rosalie settled there to raise six children in Jefferson 
_ Davis Parish. : 

‘ss Because of my inability to speak to None Lucas from way up here 
in ‘Virginia, I will wait till I can spend a few days with him before ~ 
I attempt to characterize such a colorful man as Valentin. None Lucas 
loved and knew him well and has many interesting stories he recalls 
easily. 

I would like to hear from all family members and of what they 
remember aboutour Papa, John Ferdinand Sonnier, who I never met. 

My mother, Eula Mae, has fond memories of his love of fishing and 
hunting quail. How he use to read detective » stories by the fireplace 
and how they laughed when he sprang his foot when he kicked her for 
back talk,which he could not tolerate. How he was a non drinker and 
non smoker. He danced the waltz with her at the "Sugar Mill", the dance 
hall he ‘built, which seems to be her fondest memory of her father. 

Tell me what you remember and I will try to put it all together 
for our children and grandchildren. 

Comming up next----- the family history of our Thibodeaux Papa's, 
Placide Sonniers mothers' line. 


Page 13 of 14 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Sonnier Family 


RESEARCH REFERENCE TOOLS 


The records of Southwest Louisiana were compiled by Father Hebert of 
Eunice, Louisiana, and published in several volumes for genealogical 
research. .I use his form of abbreviation. 


Prior to the settlement of Louisiana, Bona Arsenault is the authority 
on Acadia and has published his work in French and recently in English. 
Most of his work has been translated for me by other "cousins". 


Janet Jehn published two volumes of Acadian Descendents and most of 
our family can be found in her work, which is widly used in Louisiana 
Acadian research. 


It may seem confusing at first but I have put the "proof of ancestory" 
on the family charts and only the name of the place on the ancestor 
charts. It is best to be able to prove your claim and handy to compare 
with cousins you may find in years to come. 


a 


On the Family Group Sheets, I have put the record source where you can 


oi 


find the original document which is in most cases, the place or town 
in which the event occured. For example: 

‘Opel stands for Opelolusas 

eh. stands for Church 

OM stands for volume 

p. or # stands for page or number 

ct.hs. stands for court house which in most cases use a system 

of marriage books. 
ca. stands for circa which means about the time of. 


v. stands for born 
d. stands for died 
m. stands for married 


For Gedeon "Gede" Sonnier and Celestine Berwick, their marriage was 
recorded twice and reads like this. Opel.ch.v.2,p.178 and Opel ct.hs. 
Q-42. . , 
This reads as"Opelolusas church, volume 2, page 178 and Opelolusas 
court house, marriage book Q, #42. 

If you have any questions, please write me and I will be happy to help. 


All underlined names are our grandparents. 
2 
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